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Agenda
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Video Release Ordinance
              Minister Eric Blount
              Coalition for Police Transparency and Accountability

Body Worn Camera Policy
              Julie Hurwitz
              Coalition for Police Transparency and Accountability

Strategy
              Trever Walters
              Detroit Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression



Examples of Video Release Demands

● Sherman Butler, July 12, 2024
● Lexis Zeidan, May 19, 2024
● Porter Burke, October 2, 2022
● Nakia Wallace, July 10, 2020
● Hakim Littleton, July 10, 2020
● Sheldy Smith, August 1, 2018
● Mark Gaddis, July 21, 2017
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https://www.chicagocopa.org/data-cases/case-portal/

Example of Transparency
Chicago’s Video Release Case Portal
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Chicago’s Video Release Case Portal

10



Example of Transparency
Chicago’s Video Release Case Portal
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What Detroit Has Today
A Breach of City of Detroit Charter

What is supposed to happen:
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What Detroit Has Today
A Breach of City of Detroit Charter

BOPC Meeting Chief’s Report

November 30, 2023
(Pages 34-35)
https://detroitmi.gov/sites/detroitmi.localhost/files/events/2023-12/BOPC%20Meeting%20Trans
cript%20%20%2011-30-2023.pdf

“...ours is going to be released as soon as possible. But no longer 
than 45 days is what our policy will be…So we said we can do 
this in 45 days as soon as possible, but at least 45 days. And like 
I said, that's the one that works for us.”

October 3, 2024
(00:51:00) 
https://cityofdetroit.zoom.us/rec/play/MxofPWqPUpOQw6xqPIBQxEufeC4u9QWKIUCaZ5eqO
WPxjPRRs-8LAh9qlnnDbcueo7PGE8eDckyoUHYG.PT09Bw5oXuDXfKcK?canPlayFromShar
e=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originR
equestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fcityofdetroit.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F1uh19zBv2RZyPIBR
h_DTTbsEcz6nKrF1nj5Zq6loKdNvIZfdx7WznTzFxwWr6ith.PfvL4b3h5k3qA5G4

“...in the interest of transparency I was willing to take that risk 
and implement a  policy that had never in the history of the 
Detroit Police Department been implemented, that within 45 
days of using force I will release the video, the audio, the 911 call 
and everything else.”

Policy recommended to the Board? NO
Policy approved by the Board? NO
Compliance with City Charter? NO
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What Detroit Has Had So Far
Brainwashing

Chief White: “Through this 
briefing you will be able to review 

what happened with context 
provided by our investigators.”

Narrator: “Please note that by law a police 
officer does not have to allow an individual to 
fire a weapon nor allow the individual to get to 
the point of aiming at the officer for the officer 
to perceive a viable threat.”

Narrator: “...engage the individuals in 
an informational encounter…officers 
can be seen turning the vehicle around 
under the suspicion that one of the 
individuals may have been armed.”

The narrator starts the video saying that DPD doesn’t make a determination until the 
investigation is complete. However, throughout the video, the narrator provides 

justification for the officers’ actions masked as “public education”.

All context comes from the 
investigators, who are also 

responsible for building the cases 
for the Prosecutor regarding the 

suspects and the officers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKLS85kqDOw
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What Detroit Deserves
A Video Release Ordinance

“This ordinance is intended to strike a balance between 
competing and sometimes conflicting interests of

1.  the public in obtaining timely access to video and 
audio recordings particularly those related initial police 
reports pertaining to certain incidents involving the use 
of force by police officers;

2.  individuals who are the subject of the police action;

3.  units of local, state and federal government 
(including agencies of the City) involved in investigating 
or otherwise addressing the consequences of those 
incidents.”
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III.            SCOPE.

A.  “Incidents. This ordinance encompasses 
incidences where a DPD member has employed 
Use of Force or any other action that has or could 
have reasonably resulted in death or bodily harm, 
even if no allegation of misconduct is made, 
including…

What Detroit Deserves
A Video Release Ordinance
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III.            SCOPE.

B.  “Recordings and Reports. This ordinance applies to 
the following items that relate to any Incident:

1.  all unredacted video and audio recordings 
relating to the Incident…

2.  all unredacted arrest reports…and all reports 
that are required to be generated per policy...out 
of respect for the family’s privacy, autopsy reports 
will be released to the family and [only] with the 
permission of the family released to the public.” 

What Detroit Deserves
A Video Release Ordinance
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IV.            RELEASE OF INFORMATION 

A. “Timing of Release of Information. Any 
Information covered by this ordinance shall 
be released to the public no more than 7 
calendar days from the date and time of the 
Incident…” 

What Detroit Deserves
A Video Release Ordinance
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IV.            RELEASE OF INFORMATION 

B. “Requests to Delay Release. Upon written request from a 
government entity specified herein, the City will delay 
release of Information for a period not to exceed 30 calendar 
days…and shall set forth as reasons supporting the 
requested delay, 1 or more of the factors listed in Michigan 
Court Rule 8.119 (Court Records and Reports).” 

What Detroit Deserves
A Video Release Ordinance
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IV.            RELEASE OF INFORMATION

D.  “Manner of Release of Information. The City shall 
create and maintain a publicly accessible website, 
dropbox or similar portal dedicated to the posting of 
Information covered by this ordinance. Such website 
shall be controlled and managed by the Board of 
Police Commissioners as the oversight and 
transparency body.” 

 

What Detroit Deserves
A Video Release Ordinance
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Why Detroit? Why an Ordinance? 

● The Detroit Board of Police Commissioners was established in 1974; however, Detroit is not currently the benchmark and 
example of transparency and accountability.

● Other cities, such as Chicago, have progressively adopted mandates for the timely release of videos and supporting 
documentation related to police use of force incidents.

● Video footage of use of force has been selectively fulfilled, delayed, and redacted at the Detroit Police Department’s 
discretion.

● DPD watches the public freely through surveillance technology (i.e. Green Light, License Plate Readers, Facial 
Recognition); but currently the public can’t freely watch DPD perform the functions our tax dollars pay them to do.

● Public safety is dependent upon, amongst other things, the establishment and maintenance of transparency with respect 
to the operations of the Detroit Police Department.

● The people of Detroit have an undeniable, and in some cases paramount, interest in being informed, in a timely fashion 
and based on the most accurate information possible, about how their police department conducts its business, 
especially where the use of force by the police results in the death of, or bodily harm to a civilian.

● Transparency is paramount to the public’s trust in the police department and the judicial system as a whole.
● Ordinances are law in Detroit. This matter is too serious to be entrusted to the broken police department policy draft, 

recommendation, and approval process. 
● The cost to fund the personnel and technology required to administer this ordinance would be recouped by the City in 

reduced misconduct, increased public trust, and reduced lawsuit payouts ($25M per wrongful conviction).21



Progress to Date 

● Minister Eric Blount presented the Ordinance (this presentation) to City 
Council during the October 15, 2024 meeting.

● Commissioner Ricardo Moore sent a letter to City Council in support of the 
Ordinance.

● Educational flyers have been distributed throughout Detroit.
● Several residents have made comment during City Council meetings in 

support of the Ordinance.
● On March 12, 2025, Peter Rhoades (City Councilmember Angela 

Whitfield-Calloway’s Policy Analyst) advised that the Ordinance was in final 
review and approval with the City Law Department.
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Call To Action

Demand that Detroit City Council:

1. Take up and approve the draft Video Release 
Ordinance for the City of Detroit as edited and 
submitted by the Coalition for Police 
Transparency and Accountability.

2. Budget the Board of Police Commissioners 
sufficiently to secure personnel and 
technological resources to administer the Video 
Release Ordinance. 
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1. Identify our Organizational Allies
2. Make the Campaign a Household Name
3. Bring the Campaign directly to 

Detroiters
4. Apply political pressure to City Council, 

forcing them to pass the ordinance
5. Continue to build on our power and 

momentum for further wins in Police 
Accountability

 

Our Strategy to Win
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1. Identify our Organizational Allies 

● We will need more than 
just the usual 
progressive orgs, and 
more than just their 
logos on a flyer.

● Like any successful 
campaign for policy 
change, we need 
faith-based 
organizations, unions, 
block clubs, and all other 
kinds of community 
groups supporting the 
effort. 29



2. Make the Campaign a Household name

We have a list of businesses 
and high traffic areas to 
flyer on a regular basis and 
the materials to distribute. 
It will be easy for volunteers 
to show up and help out.
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1. We will repeatedly knock on doors 
in key areas where we plan to hold 
protest actions, building familiarity 
and maximizing our efforts.

2. We will not only be on flyers, but in 
the news and on social media.

 

3. Bring the Campaign directly to Detroiters
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4. Apply political pressure to City Council, 
forcing them to pass the ordinance

We will engage in points 
1-3 until we have 
sufficient support to push 
CC to pass the ordinance. 
Some CC members may 
even grow to be our allies. 
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5. Continue to build on our power to win bigger fights for 
Police accountability and Community Control of Police.

● While important, the fight does not stop with the passage of the 
Ordinance, nor should we let the power we build wither away.

● Future campaigns could look like: 
-electing an all pro-accountability BOPC, 
-legislating additional powers and scope to the BOPC,
-Winning hiring/firing power over corrupt/violent cops,
-BOPC power to set DPD budget,
-Establishing Precinct Councils to expand level of community input on 
policing,
-and more! 33



Next Steps: We need you!

● Will you help with the “boots on the 
ground” work for this campaign?
 - flyering, 
 - door knocking,
 - speaking with business owners, 
unions, and faith leaders,
 - protesting

● Attend the biweekly DAARPR meetings 
and sign up for our mailing list!

Next mtg: Friday, April 11th, 6pm @ 
27th letter books 34

● Will you help with the policy 
work for this campaign?

 -  researching policy

 - submitting FOIA requests

 - drafting ordinance and 
other policy 
recommendations

● Attend the weekly CPTA 
zoom meetings, 
wednesdays at 5pm!


